PEDAS
Dorset Art weeks 2021
The theme is

“TREE”
Why ‘TREE’?
One of our Members was so taken by the Arborealists’ exhibition in Salisbury recently that she wrote
to the newsletter saying:
“I saw the Arborealists’ exhibition yesterday. It was excellent, because of the many different
interpretations: individual trees, trees in the landscape, trees in the city, close up bits of roots, leaves,
bark... I thought that it might make an interesting subject for a future PEDAS exhibition ….”

Arborealist, David Wiseman

So this is our theme for our 2021 Dorset Art Weeks exhibition: ‘TREE’. This is a massive subject.
Please don’t think in terms of merely painting a picture, or making a sculpture of a tree.... we’re
hoping members will draw/paint /sculpt their own idea of the subject.
Look at TREE not as a limited theme but as a theme that can be explored in all sorts of ways.
Visual Ideas prompted by Trees:
Acorn or amazon… observe and study it, in all honesty. What are your feelings about it? What is
your response? What strikes you as distinctive and special about the way it appears to you?
Observe it. It may be an idea of strength that you discern and wish to convey. That is very likely……

It may be an idea of growth, or structure and pattern early Mondrian paintings are good for this. Or of thrust, of
movement – such as a tree in the wind. Trees shaped by
the prevailing wind such as those seen on clifftops are
marked by an extraordinary sense of form and design.
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Alternatively, you may be prompted to convey an idea of
weakness and struggle; it may be that your subject is
choked by other plants and parasites around it, or has
been struck by lightning, or weakened by age, injury or
disease…
Right: Willow Tree by van der Valk

Or it may be an idea of colour. Now that opens up a
whole wealth of possibilities… …e.g. the Fauves.

Henri Manguin (Fauve) Small Cork Trees 1906

It may be an idea of light and dark.. of tone.. of shadows
and pattern…

Seurat

You might want to explore and develop the idea of
fractals.. in which similar patterns recur at progressively
smaller scales… a very arboreal concept. The photo,
right, shows this. The image below could be leaf veins in
microcosm, but is, in essence, fractals.

It may be an idea of form, of cylinders at
varying sizes. You might observe the trunks
as twisted cylinders as they have grown
following the movement of the sun. Van Gogh’s cypresses often twist with rhythms that echo across
his paintings. It’s better if your subject can find visual links with its surroundings or background.
It may be an idea of space that you sense. The concept of space in painting can be explored as the
trees themselves plot the distance through pictorial space, as in the orchard by Van Gogh. Or this
famous avenue of trees by Hobbema.(right).. How is this achieved?
Alternatively, trees can be rendered completely flat and highly decorative and stylized, e.g. think of
Klimt.

Or it may be ideas of texture that strike you, such as you find in different parts of the tree. Maybe
home in on a leaf, or a moth camouflaged on the bark & find mutual patterns there.
Trees are a great subject, a popular motif. Some general advice.. just as we recognise the
importance of negative shapes in life drawing, so too consider giving importance to negative shapes
in drawing trees. These shapes all have their own character. In a similar way, consider the intervals
between tree trunks.. think decisively about the various spaces between trunks as this will add
interest. Think ‘position & interval’.. e.g. Cezanne.
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We don’t want to make it sound too complicated, but maybe one of more of the above might just land
and plant a seed…or an acorn…
More broadly:
The term TREE was chosen deliberately for its generality, you might wish to move on from the
ubiquitous plant form; you might think about trees in terms of what they mean to you; how do they
make you feel; what would life be like without trees?
So where should I look for more ideas?
Think laterally. Look at the landscape around you or in your memory. Go along to Upton Country
Park for instance, where they have exposed a number of magnificent 300 year old oak trees in the
park. Look into organisations like The Tree Council, International Tree Federation, Woodland
Trust, Forestry Commission etc. Then think again, more broadly.
Alternative directions of thought:


trees have been on earth for millions of years;
 their predecessors created coal;
 the Rainforest is seen as the lungs of the Planet;
 we think of planting trees to off-set our carbon footprint to make us feel less guilty about
flying;
 trees create habitats for wildlife of all sorts;
 we are looking to the planting of the humble tree as the cure for Climate Change
 We owe our civilizations to trees. Carpentry is an ancient skill and trees have given us
everything from shelter, tools, transport, medicine & fuel.
Look at TREE not as a limited theme but as a theme that can be explored in so many more ways than
have been outlined here.
Will there be any guidance?
There will be guidance. We have enlisted the help of Abi Kremer. She is a member of “The
Arborealists”, a national grouping of artists, with a special interest in trees, who exhibit together on the
theme of trees. PEDAS hHanding in Weds 19th May 2021.
SH & JB

